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SIMMENTALS DO WELL IN

TRIALS IN
SOUTH AFRICA

There is still some speculation among Aus-
tralian cattlemen as to just how well Simmentals
will do in Australia away from their European
environment. For this country only time will
tell. However, South Africa has been carrying
on trials for many years and the results are very
favourably disposed towards the performance
of the Simmental.

The Newsetter is indebted to Mr. Gary
McLaughlin, of Palaroo, Armidale, for the trial
results which foliow.

Interbreed tests were started in 1951 at Omat-
jenne Research Station, South West Africa, under
semi-arid range conditions using the 10 pre-
dominant breeds of the country. The funda-
mental idea was to determine the economic value
of each breed, especially with reference to beef
production under natural environment.

The Research Station is 4,500 feet above sea-
level with an average temperature of 75 degrees
F (16 degrees C) in winter. It is a summer rain-
fall region which averages 18 inches and can
therefore be considered as semi-arid.

One of the most important aspects of the trial
under these conditions is fertility and in this the
Simmental was “way ahead”. Not only did it
have the highest fertility rate of the 10 breeds at
86%, but this was also 15% above the average
for the 10 breeds.

The Simmental had the second lowest mortality
rate at 2.5%, which was 1.19% below the average
for all breeds and at eight months it had the
highest body weight at 481 1b. which was 73 Ib.
above the average weight for all breeds. At 3.5
years of age the Simmental once again topped

all breeds — though closely pressed lSy one —
with a liveweight of 1,128 Ib., which was 128 Ib.
above the all-breed average. Not a bad perform-
ance in semi-arid conditions!

In a steer trial conducted over 10 years, also
at Omatjenne, the Simmental steers had the high-
est liveweight, the highest carcase weight and the
highest production per cow mated per year of
the 10 breeds in the trial.

From the United States of America, via the
Simmental Shiéld, comes the following report:
“We have some tremendous reports throughout

® To page 4

CONGRATULATIONS TO
DESIGN WINNER

Winner of the competition for a symbol to

represent the ASBA throughout Australia is Mr.

R. A. Bacon, Neika,

- Tasmania, Mr. Bacon

received a $50 prize

donated by the Asso-
ciation.

The new symbol is
incorporated in the
heading on the front
page of this Newsletter.

President of the
ASBA, Mr. Dick Vin-
cent, said the design
would be incorporated
into the Association’s
letter heads. stationary
and envelopes while
later the possibility of
buying tiepins and
badge lapels would be
considered.

Mr. Dick Vincent Mr. Vincent gave

particular thanks to all
those who entered the competition.




ORDER NOW FOR 1973

cerMaN  Hflprkuichy  sies

if you're selective about exotics . . .
consider the record of these sires

SCOTTISH HEROD Born 8.3.69

SCOTTISH PRIDE Born 5.4.69

WEIGHT ‘ HEIGHT l AGE
kgs. Ibs. cms.

735 1620 140 700 days
1005 2215 ‘ 148 3 years

WEIGHT HEIGHT AGE
kgs. lbs. | cms.

839 1847 143 700 days
1045 2304 148 3 years

Calving Survey

I. Farmer Assist 3.0%
2. Veterinary Assist 0.6%
3. Malpresentation 1.6 %

Average birth weight of calves out of Friesian
dams, 104 lbs.

Calving Survey

I. Farmer Assist ..oee...... 2.8%
2. Veterinary Assist 1.4%
3. Malpresentation 0.7%

Average birth weight of calves out of Friesian
dams, 100 lbs.

It would probably be to your advantage to purchase the semen for your 1973 breeding season NOW.
Most cattlemen do not have the facilities to store a large amount of semen on their farms. We are
therefore making this special incentive offer. If you purchase semen from us we will store your semen
free of charge until October I, 1973. Shipments will be made as you order them at the purchaser's

expense. Write or call in your order today.

1973. — SUPPLIES LIMITED PRICE RISE
EXPECTED, ORDER NOW $10 PER DOSE

ANIMAL BREEDING SERVICES (AUST. PTY. LTD.

275 George Street, Sydney 2000. N.SSW. Phones 29 5013 290 2098

The Australian Simmental Newsletter

Luropean

Bull Access

Having just returned from an extensive tour of
Simmental cattle areas in Switzerland, Austria,
Germany, England, Scotland, Ireland, Canada,
and New Zealand, | would like to record some
of my impressions. Here is Switzerland.

Our first excursion was to the home of Sim-
mental cattle — the Simmen Valley. This valley,
while it has quite a narrow entrance, is about
30 miles long, and broadens out in places, to
several miles in width., Although it was autumn
at the time of our visit, the grass was very green
by our standards. The Alps, which are not the
mountain peaks as most people think, but are
high meadows up to 6,500 feet, alternate with
forests, and are dotted with small barns.

In the summer the cattle are taken from the
farms in the valley, to the Alps to graze. The
farmer accompanies his herd to the Alps to do
the milking, and making cheese is a daily chore.

By Bruce N. Burnell,
Munga Park, Frances, S.A.

The cattle have to be hardy — the feed is often
quite sparse, surefooted — the Alps are usually
quite steep and often rocky, and most importantly,
productive — there is no room for poor pro-
ducers, when every square metre of pasture is
required.

Centuries of selection for these traits has pro-
duced an animal which has all of these plus
docility. This is a trait which seems to be a
characteristic of the breed. Canadians. Africans,
and Americans tell me that it is even marked in
F1 crosses.

At the foot of the valley we saw a pre-selection
and judging of about 90 bulls, for the Thun Bull
Sale the following day. This pre-selection was
being repeated at many small centres. The bulls
that were not of the high standard set for the sale
were destined for slaughter-as beef.

At Thun the following day (about 35 miles
from Berne), 831 bulls were assembled. Sub-
divided into firstly age groups, and then judged
by other panels, the points given were painted
on their rumps for all to see. Measurements and
weights were taken of every bull, the results of
which would go back to the AL station, as further
checks on the progeny of A.I. bulls, in compari-
son with the test groups in fattening stations.

There was no auction sale as we expected, but
all saler were by private treaty with the owner.
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Some of the Simmental bulls offered by private
treaty at the Thun Bull Sales in Switzerland.

Buyers were there from Yugoslavia and Italy,
but any animal not of the high minimum standard
would not get an export permit.

Later, we were to see the A.l. stations where
the sires of many of the bulls offered were stand-
ing. The high standard of hygiene and efficiency
was evident from the front door to bull pens. It
was interesting to see the impressive sires of many
of the A.L. bulls standing in Britain, and from
which semen is being sent to Australia. Figures
and records of the progeny play a very large part
in the assessment of the bulls used for AL

® To page 4

ATTENTION
ALL MEMBERS

WOULD ALL MEMBERS PLEASE FILL IN
THE COUPON BELOW IMMEDIATELY.
THE NEWSLETTER MUST COMPLY WITH
CERTAIN REGULATIONS AND YOUR RE-
QUEST TO BE PLACED ON THE MAILING
LIST IS ESSENTIAL — IN WRITING.

PLEASE COMPLETE THE COUPON
NOW AND POST TO THE SECRETARY,
AUSTRALIAN SIMMENTAL BREEDERS'
ASSOCIATION LTD., BOX 4317, G.P.O.,
SYDNEY, N.S.W. 2001.

As a member of the Australian Sim-
mental Breeders' Association Ltd. would
you please place my name on the mailing
list for the Australian Simmental News-
letter.

YT T & LT - SO O O OO U SO




Thorough Progency Testing

of Fu ropean
Sitmmentals

There have been some vocal protests in some
quarters to the importation of new breeds of
cattle to Australia, mainly on the grounds that
we have all the genetic material we need in the
breeds we have, and that the European breeds
could be genetically unsound. This latter as-
sumption would appear to be unfounded as far
as the Simmental is concerned.

Probably no other breed in the world is so
fully progeny tested and classified as the German
and Swiss Simmental.

Let us have a look at the performance testing
programmes adopted in these two countries. In
Germany the All German Fleckvieh Herd Book
Societies adopt the following procedure:

GERMANY

A very comprehensive and modern bull testing
programme is carried out by the Ministry of Agri-
culture, progeny testing officers, milk recording
organisations, herdbook societies, A.l. centres and
extension officers. Artificial insemination plays
a major role in this programme and the use of
ALl for the estimation of the breeding value of
bulls has been carried out since 1962. Today,
67% of the serviceable Fleckvieh females are
inseminated artificially and 66% of these females

EUROPEAN BULLS

® From page 3

After assessment, planned matings are carried
out over selected cows and inter-farm comparisons
are made. Most of the bull calves are raised for
slaughter anl assessment of weight gain, dressing
percentage and final weight are made. This is
computer-collated and only the best scoring bulls
are considered for future use in breeding.

I believe that we Simmental breeders in Aus-
tralia should be able to take full advantage of this
careful selection which has gone on for the last
75 years.

Veterinary science has assembled all the tests
necessary to ensure that there is no risk of carry-
ing in any disease in semen. The risk is far
greater with ordinary travellers. There is now no
valid reason for denying us the use, through
semen, of the very best proven breeding material.

(]
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are inseminated with semen from proven sires.

The so-called active breeding population con-
sists of 413,760 cows under milk recording and
A.l Young bulls to be tested are brought by A.T.
centres and breeders at auctions. Selection of
these bulls is based on the milk and fat perform-
ance of their ancestry and growth performance,
as well as soundness of conformation of the bull.
In 1971 60% of the Fleckbich bulls sold at auc-
tions had a proven sire and 11% of the bulls sold
were selected for the test.

Within a period of 3-5 months, 300 to 1,500
first inseminations are carried out and after that
the bull is not used again for A.I. until his prog-
eny test results are available. Thereafter, the
yearly number of inseminations per tested bull are
determined by the results of his progeny.

In order to determine the breeding value of
sires the following tests are carried out:

Regarding their milk and fat inheritance, the

® To page 14

STUD'S EAR TATTOO

Some confusion still existed as to the tattoo
brands to be used for the first drop of Simmental
cross calves in Australia. This was stated this
week by the Secretary of the ASBA, Mr. David
Thomas.

Mr. Thomas pointed out that the tattoo brand
allocated on the members original form of applica-
tion for membership applied to the base cows of
the herd ONLY.

When the first calves are to be tattooed the
member should apply for a stud tattoo from the
Association. These will be allocated by the
Secretary in an alphabetical sequence. It is much
on the system car number plates are issued
numerically. This tattoo remains the stud’s
identification for the life of the stud and is also
used for herd identification through the computer.

The tattoo must be placed in the offi-ear of the
Simmental progeny. The near ear is for the stud’s
own year identification and calf number. |

TRIALS IN STH. AFRICA
® From page |

Several herds are testing their quarter-blood
Simmental calves and they are holding their own
with the half-blood Simmental bulls will do for
te rest of the nation what the crossbred Santa
Gertrudis and Beefmaster did for the Southwest!

It would appear that in Australia’s vast spaces
there is plenty of room for the Simmental! O
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Australian Breeders Service Pty. Ltd.

BEEF CATTLE CONSULTANTS & A.i. SERVICES

HAVE AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

IMPORTED SIMMENTAL
SEMEN

FROM THE FOLLOWING SIRES :

Adrian, Hampshire Robinson, Harald, Horlicks Legend, $6.80
Paul, Res
Avoncroft Aster, Avoncroft Joggi, Avoncroft Nestor, $10.00

Hampshire Mayer, Langle, Julius, Seegar, Schock,
Scottish Hope, Scottish Marguis, Sepp, Sibeau, Thierauch,
S. Pride, S. Neptune

Scottish Herod, Scottish Pride $10.50

SEMEN DELIVERED THROUGHOUT AUSTRALIA
*add 30c per dose importation fee. Each order subject to $3.00 handling charge.

“The Service You CanTrust’

AUSTRALIAN BREEDERS SERVICE PTY. LTD.
P.0. BOX 53, INDOOROOPILLY, BRISBANE 4068. PHONE 78 4811



Australian Breeders Service Pty. Ltd.
Beef Cattle Consultants & A.l. Services

HAVE IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE

NEW CRYENCO STAINLESS STEEL
90 day Liguid Nitrogen Containers

BASED ON TWO OPENINGS PER DAY

. BIOSTAT 450" MODEL
Y Capacity: 3180 Straws or
e

Capacity: 1524 Straws or
252 Ampoules
23 Litres Liquid Nitrogen.
Working Time: 90 days

720 Ampoules
30 Litres Liquid Nitrogen.
yd : BIOSTAT *“750ST”” MODEL
Capacity: 762 Straws

Working Time: 90 days.
BIOSTAT 350" MODEL

) 12 Litres Liquid Nitrogen.
Working Time: 70 days.

' o Cryenco units are delivered freight free
i-;; anywhere in Australia or through your
\ local agent.

s = ST

“The Service You Can Trust”

AUSTRALIAN BREEDERS SERVICE PTY. LTD.
P.0. BOX 53 INDOOROOPILLY, BRISBANE 4068. PHONE 78 4811

People who breed

Simmentals
MR. DOUG. BAIN

Douglas Stuart Bain has extended his interests
from industrial Sydney to the rolling acres of
the Gold Coast in Queensland. Apart from
diversifying his interests he has also been very
successful in them.

Doug Bain is a Councillor of the ASBA and
has been re-elected for the next two years. He is
also chairman of the N.S.W. Committee and
ASBA representative on the Cattle Council.

Born in Sydney his home address has been
Queen St., Ashfield ever since, although not in
the same house. He was educated at Croydon
Preparatory and Public Schools and completed
his education at Fort Street Boys” High. A keen
fcotballer he played, for Newtown League and
after the war played with Picton as a paid player.
At the same time he was a keen tennis player and
was President of the Sydenham-Bankstown Tennis

Association for four years.
® To page 10

Swiss
Simmental
Semen Available

Otto »

Calved 7.10.69, Otto is
a very fertile,

well balanced

SWISS SIMMENTAL SIRE

fitting for a man who
later built most of the
machines in his own
workshop — and was
a specialist in mustard
gas. Interesting, he
says, but it taught you
to be careful!

Prior to war service
Doug was an appren-
tice plumber in his
father’s business and
after the war com-
pleted his training
under the Common-
wealth Reconstruction
Scheme. .

He finished his ap- Mr. Doug Bain
prenticeship and in 1947 bought a déiry farm at
Moss Vale where he ran A.LS. cattle. He sold
this in three years and bought a half share in his
father’s business, but the tug of the land was
still strong, so in 1964 he bought a Queensland
property at Currumbin on the Gold Coast, where
he now runs Red Poll cattle and pigs.

The pig enterprise in which Doug runs com-
mercial Large Whites and Landrace, is completely
automated in a raised, slatted shed designed by

During the war he served as a fitter-armourer—

SEMEN PRICE — $6.80 PER DOSE

Owned by British Livestock Co. Ltd., he is standing at Cambridge and District
Cattle Breeders Ltd. Al Centre in the U.K. Semen orders to:—

ANIMAL BREEDING SERVICES (AUST.) PTY. LTD.

275 George St., Sydney 2000.

Phone 29 5013

The Australian Simmental Newsletter



eritan Sinunental Semen

from

CORHAN-GOLDEN-GENES A.B. CENTRE

SCOTTISH HEROD $10

$10 HAMPSHIRE MAYER

In choosing German Simmentals the Scottish Milk Magketing Board decided, that of all the Simmental breeding
countries of Europe, the Germans had concentrated mol@e than others on selection for weight gain through a very
extensive testing system on a national basis. So the Jcots with their target as first class beefing quality, went
went for the German Simmentals, their decision being reinforced by the approval of the carcass quality by Tom
Mclauchlan, an experienced butcher who judged the championships at the Royal Smithfield Show in 1972.
Hampshire Mayer was selected for Hampshire for precisely the same reasons. German Simmentals are bred
for first class fleshing — with enough milk.

Adjacent to our quarantined A.B. Stud of 40 beef and dairy bulls is our experimental farm where visitors may
inspect the calf drop of the German Simmentals whose semen we market.

INSPECT THE CALVES AND THEN ORDER THE SEMEN. NOT THE OTHER WAY AROUND.

SCOTTISH HOPE $10 SEMEN DELﬁVERY NOW! $10 SCOTTISH PRIDE
i

To: THE MANAGER
CORHAN — GOLDEN — GENES A.B. CENTRE
P.O. Box 299, Lilydale, Vic. 3140. Tele.: "Goldgene" Phone: 735 4171

B e R I T

i
Please send ... doses of the German Simmental Bull O ‘
Please send Obligation Free brochure of Custom Collection m ‘
Please send Obligation Free Brochure of D.1.Y. (Do It Yourself) O |
e Name }
SCOTTISH NEPTUNE $10 Address Post Code........... i $10 SCOTTISH MARQUIS



MR. DOUG BAIN

® From page 7

himself. He runs 1,500 pigs. The purchase of
this property followed the establishment of
another plumbing business in Surfers Paradise in
1961.

In 1971 Doug Bain bought the 3,760-acre
Monterey in the Tamworth district, adjacent to
famous Goonoo Goonoo and towards the Moonbi
Ranges. Monterey is run as a grazing property
and apart from the improved pastures has 1,800
acres of grazing oats. Herefords are the cattle
and he also has an Australian Stock Horse stud.

The present intent is to breed up to a 700
head Simmental herd, a project which he con-
siders will take about 12 years. In the meantime
180 head have been inseminated to Swiss Sim-
mentals and the first calves are now coming
forward.

In 1971 he went overseas looking for the type
of cattle he wanted. “I found the cattle to mate

with the Herefords in the Swiss Simmental,” says

Doug. “They are compatable in colour and will
put more milk and more beef into the breed.”
He married a Sydney girl, Nancy Jean Cronin
in 1948 and they have a family of three. Eldest
is Margaret 21, a kindergarten teacher, then Julie
17, in her last year at high school before starting
a course in Rural Science at the University of

New England. The third is David 13, who is still
at high school.

As if running two properties and two plumbing
enterprises was not enough, and apart from his
positions with the ASBA, Doug is a member of,
and has been President of, the Employers’ Fed-
eration for three years and is also one of the
three Commissioners who make up the Theatres
and Films Commission which, among other things,
decides the sites for theatres and adjudicates on
the quality of Australian films and the percentage
of Australian films that will be shown in theatres.

Yes, Doug Bain coud be described as a busy
man! O

SIMMENTAL TOUR OF
NEW ZEALAND

A group of 10 Australian Simmental breeders
will be leaving for New Zealand later this month
for a business tour of 10 days. The party, which
is being led by ASBA President, Mr. Dick
Vincent, will leave for Christchurch on April 24.

The tour is being arranged by Mr. Lionel
Busquets of Animal Breeding Services (Aust.)
Pty. Ltd., of Sydney. Mr. Busquets was recenty
in N.Z. where he purchased on behalf of various
clients 200 first cross heifers for delivery in
Australia in June.

CANADIAN SIMMENTALS

SEMEN ARRIVING EARLY APRIL, 1973

$12.00 per dose

$12.00 per dose

Box 103,

Phone: TONGALA 366

Write for full details and performance information to

AUSTRALIAN ARTIFICIAL BREEDERS PTY. LTD.

TONGALA. 3621 OR

$12.50 per dose
$12.50 per dose

Box 10,
MOONBI. 2352
Phone: TAMWORTH 67 3106

S S - —
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McLaughlin Simmental
at Glen Parec.

Mr. Joe Monforton, editor of the U.S. publi-
cation, Simmental Shield, will be guest speaker
at the sale of Simmental-blood cattle to be held
at Glen Parc, Mittagong, N.S.W. on Thursday,
April 19, 1973. President of the N.Z. Simmental
Association, Mr. Dick Kerr, will also be present.

The sale, which is being held account
McLaughlin Simmentals, Palaroo, Armidale,
N.S.W., will be officially opened by the President
of the ASBA, Mr. R. W. Vincent.

The Palaroo sale will include come of the
cldest first cross Simmental weaners to be offered
in Australia. Seventy-five carefully selected Here-
ford cows. Wallamumbi and Congi blood, will be
offered with February drop calves at foot sired
by German Simmental bulls.

A highlight of the sale will be the offering of
five first cross Hereford-Simmental bulls and three
first cross Hereford-Simmental heifers. These
are all nine months old and imported from N.Z.
At the present time they are averaging 3.2 Ib.
Eeirbday weight gain with one bull gaining nearly

Mr. Gary McLaughlin of Palarco said two uf
the heifers were the first two Simmentals in Aus-
tralia, being numbers one and two in the Herd
Book, registered in October, 1972. Mr. McLaugh-
lin said they had experienced no calving problems
with the cows they had mated to Simmental bulls.
He said the colour of the calves was very similar
to Hereford colouring and many of the calves
have pigmentation around the eyes.

As this Newsletter is going to press another
sale is being held on April 6 at Corringle, Rugby,
N.S.W. with’ an offering from Corringle, Danan-
billa and -Oakdale studs. Breeders will wish them
every success. O

A V2V Hereford cow with her few weeks old calf
by a German Simmental bull. These are typical
of the draft to be offered by McLaughlin

Simmentals.
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Two of the first cross imported bulls to be offered
by McLaughlin Simmentals. They have been
averaging 3.2 lb. per day weight gain.

N.S.W. STATE COMMITTEE

D. S. Bain (chairman), 58 Riley $t., Darling-
hurst, 2010; C. R. G. Bowman, Wargundi Past.
Co., Craboon, 2854; G. F. M. Quinn. 109 Vic-
toria Rd., Bellevue Hill, 2023; P. Magennis,
Ulundi, Bugaldie, 2744; C. Foreshore, 380
Woolooware Rd., Cronulla, 2230; T. Gavel,
Wangabutta, Warkton, 2819; I. McDuie, P.O.
Box 338, North Sydney, 2060; D. McLaughlin,
22 Curtis St.,.Armidale, 2350; J. Richard, 7 Dar-
ling Pt. Rd., Darling Point, 2027; W. J. Yates,
Delvin, Garah, 2405. O

"S" FOR SIMMENTALS

The code identifcation letter for Austra-
lian Simmentals in 1973 is “S”.

Inquiries by the ASBA has shown there
is no internaitonal code letter for any breed
throughout the world and each country has
its own individual code letter.

The ASBA has instituted inquiries to see
if Simmental associations in the various
countries would be interested in adopting
a standard yearly code letter on a world-wide
basis. New Zealand has already indicated its
interest.

Sydney Royal Functions

The annual general meeting of the ASBA will
be held at 10 a.m., on Tuesday, April 17,
during the 1973 Sydney Royal Show. The venue
will be White City, Rushcutters Bay.

Council has also decided the ASBA will hold
a social function. This will be held at the White
City at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, April 18. The
charge is $10 per head.

For booking, send your cheque to the Secre-
tary, ASBA, Box 4317, G.P.O. Sydney 2001.
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Simmental on Show

Visitors to the Sydney Royal Show this year
will have the opportunity of seeing Simmental
cattle for the first time.

The ASBA has made arrangements with the
R.A.S. to exhibit a young first cross Simmental-
Hereford cailf in the animal nursery in the A.M.P.
Pavilion at the showground for the duration of
the show.

‘TIKP BEAM SCALE 3000

Manufactured in Australia!
Strong, Rugged Construction $650

Holding Crate (illus-
° tr:ged)rgx‘:ral. * $|40

® ACCURACY: To 1-tenth of 1 per cent.
This is the most popular type of cattle
scale in use in America and is now manu-
factured in Australia. It meets the need
for a more accurate scale at a price that
is half that payable for the conventional
commercial units.

® CAPACITY: 3,0001b. in 1lb. graduations.

® SCALE TYPE: Conventional beam style.
All knife edges and bearing points of
hardened steel.

® PLATFORM AREA: 3’ x 7’ 6”.

Daken GCorporation Pty. Lid.
Price St., Oakleigh South, Vic. 3167

Phone 544 1188

Daken, N.S.W. 213-215 Kent St., Sydney
2000

Phone 27 2518

Herod Impressed
Australians

One of the bulls that impressed experienced
Australian cattlemen on a recent visit to the
U.K. was the German Simmental sire, Scottish
Herod (pictured). A 1969 drop bull, Herod is
huge in weight and scale, with tremendous length
and height, Despite his size he is still very
smoothly fleshed.

He has a good head and an excellent muzzle
with one eye 100 per cent pigmentation and the
other 50 per cent. His shoulders are well set in
and he carries through to excellent hindquarters.

The Australian visitors were most impressed
with the calves they saw by him, while some of
the calves coming from light coloured cows were
darker than Herod himself. The first’s of Herod’s
calves are now being dropped in Australia. O

@®LD. STATE COMMITTEE

E. Ryland (chairman), Woodlands, Condamine,

4416; S. Bassett, Taloona, Roma, 4455; J. Wither-

spoon, Roselyn, Ravenshoe, 4870; L. Bailey, Old
Talgai Past. Co., Clifton, 4361; H. Innes, Walla,
Gin Gin, 4671; D. McTaggart, 1 Durham St.,
Southport, 4215; S. Miller, Miller St., Warwick,
4370; C. Pascoe, Belmore, Eidsvold, 4627; H.
Waite, Brook Lodge, Laidley, 4341; M. Murphy,
Monreid stud, Bryden, Esk, 4312; J. Wilson,
Calliope Station, Calliope, 4680; A. Schutt, Wood-
lands, Condamme 4416. a
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15,000 REASONS WHY
sreeners precek MUNTER

TOP SIMMENTAL SIRE IN WESTERN CANADA!

Munter (¢.10.1.69). Working weight 2,4501b.

For consistently outstanding results, Munter measures up to or exceeds any Simmental
bull on the market. His calves come easy from mature cows, they're live and healthy and
they grow at a terrific rate. And that's the name of the game—live calves on the ground
that stay live and do the job!

Munter now has 15,000-20,000 calves on the ground. His first cross calves are predomin-
antly solid in colour.

ORDER SEMEN FROM ALL LICENSED A.l. CENTRES IN AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND
OR FROM

CANADIAN STOCK BREEDERS SERVICE (INT’L) LTD.

BOX 98, WINTERBURN, ALBERTA, CANADA. TOE 2NO
PHONE (403) 484-7403

The Australian Simmental Newsletter 13



® From page 4
PROGENY TESTING

contemporary comparison method is used. All
daughters in milk recording are included and the
area, herd average, time of calving and age at
calving is considered.

About 50 randomly selected daughters are
scored (type, conformation, udder and muscling),
measured and a weight estimation is carried out.

Gestation period, sex relationship and ease of
calving are recorded of 300-350 calves born.

A milkability test includes milk flow per minute
and amount of stripping.

A progeny test includes the weighing and meas-
uring of all sons offered at auctions, as well as
a test performed at governmental testing stations
where the growth rate, feed efficiency and carcase
traits of 10-12 randomly selected sons are deter-
mined.

Since 1968, the German Fleckvieh breeding
programme includes a system of planned matings
between the best 4% of all Fleckvieh herdbook
cows (bull mothers) and the top progeny tested
bulls,

In a performance test for bull calves out of
panned matings, growth rate, body measurements
and muscling is determined.

SWITZERLAND

From Switzerland, the Commission of Swiss
Cattle Breeders’ Federations reports:

In our experience only about 10 to 20 per cent
of the progeny tested bulls are suitable for im-
proving the breed with any certainty. Therefore
we should progeny test as many young bulls as
possible. During the mating season 1969-70 about
50 young Simmental bulls could already be used

" — — S

| worrma.

“One of my sisters is married in Australia and

another is over there in Toronto. My youngest

brother is in Argentina and I have a brother-in-
law working in Madagascar!”

(Many Australian breeders will wish he was
right about his sister in Australia! Cartoon from
the German publication “Der Tieruchter”. —Ed.)
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for testing. When buying bulls the A.I. Associa-
tion is very careful in its choice. Apart from a
healthy constitution and a good physical develop-
ment, the bull must have a perfect parentage; the
parent cows should have had an above average
milk yield; the mother’s milking capacity on the
machine should have been high and the father
should have been successfully progeny tested.

The A.I. Association puts these bulls to good
use (from 600 to 1,000 first inseminations), then
proceeds to the first two stages in progeny testing:
Evaluation of the births announced by the breed-
ers and testing of the bull-calves under fattening.

In the third stage the milk yield of all the
daughters of these bulls is recorded, both as to
quantity and contents in butterfat and protein,
so important for human food. From 20 to 30
cows living on farms where milking machines are
used also tested for their milking capacity. Then
30to 40 cows chosen at random from this first
series of the young bull’s descendants are tested.
It would be difficult and expensive to arrange
for more cows to be tested in view of the fact
that so many bulls are being tested and are so
widely disseminated over the whole region where
Simmental cattle are reared.

All the tests arc carried out by experts sent
by the A.I. Association and the Herdbook Office
who go to the various farms. These specialists
attach great importance to the general state of
health of the animals (size of limbs) and the
economically important features of the body such
as shape and weight, quality and shape of the
udder, etc. These progeny tests carried out on
the farms instead of in a centre have the ad-
vantage that the experts can seec for themselves
how the animals are kept in what condition.

The findings of the Breeding Association and
Al Association experts are used to work out
the breeding value of the A.L bulls which is thus
based on their progeny. This value is then taken
into consideration by the A.l. authorities when
deciding to proceed to further inseminations. For
the benefit of the cattle breeder, all these findings
are published by the Cattle Breeders and A.L
Associations so that he may see what perform-
ances and physical features the bulls transmit to
their decendants and make his own decisions.

Planned Mating

Planned mating is the best way to cbtain young
bulls with an adequate parentage. This procedure
was introduced in the Simmental breeding area
already four years aggo. Breeders were asked to
put their best cows at the disposal of successsfully
progeny tested bulls. The cows and bulls arc
chosen by the Herdbook Office and the A.IL
Association. Up to now from 100 to 150 of the
best cows were mater every year to the best 6 to
8 Simmental bulls under this planned scheme.
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Simmental-McLaughlin Simmental-McLaughlin

First Major
Sale of
First-cross Calves
offered in
Australia by
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Melannhlin Simmentals

“Palaroo”, Armidale, N.S.W.
Thursday, 19th April, 1973, at 12 noon

on "Glen Parc" Mittagong, N.S.W.

7 g V2V HEREFORD COWS WITH FIRST-CROSS SIMMENTAL
O) CALVES AT FOOT, 2 MONTHS OLD

]

5 SIMMENTAL-HEREFORD FIRST CROSS BULLS,
e 9 MONTHS OLD (IMP. N.Z.)
2 SIMMENTAL-HEREFORD FIRST CROSS HEIFERS,
e 9 MONTHS OLD (IMP. N.Z.)
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The calves are by popular German Simmental Sires,
including principally SCOTTISH PRIDE, SCOTTISH
NEPTUNE, HAMPSHIRE MAYER

A Sale to Remember!

2% Rebate to Outside agents introducing buyers
in writing before sale.

NEON-[BIUSWIWUIS UI[Y

=3
o

Selling agents are—

ANIMAL BREEDING SERVICES (AUST. PTY. LTD.
Australian Mercantile Land and Finance Go. Lid.
Elder Smith Goldshrough Mort Lid.
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Know Your Counci/
VICE PRESIDENT RYLAND

A Queensland representative on the Council
and a vice president is Mr. Eric Ryland, of
Simlands stud, Condamine, Qld., the stud being
run under the name of E. G. and N. Ryland.

The 6,000-acre property of brigalow-belah
country in a 24-26 inch rainfall zone, is a truly
family affair. Eric and his wife, May. live and
work on the property as do his two daughters,
Robin and Mary Lynne, the latter being married
to Allen Schutt. Allen is a qualified Al techni-
cian and does all the Al breeding work at Sim-
ands.

Mr. Rylands ran a Poll Hereford stud, but he
has ceased registering and is turning his energies
to Simmental and Charolais breeding. The pro-
perty carried 850 head of cattle including 450
breeders. These are divided into two herds, one
for Shorthorn-Charolais breeding and the other,
Hereford-Simmental. Some Charolais are also
mated to Brahmans,

The property has 2,500 acres of cultivation
which includes 1,000, acres of wheat, 500 acres
of summer grazing crop, mostly sugardrip, and
1,000 acres of winter grazing, mostly oats. He
also grows turnip and rape. The property, origin-
ally a sheep proposition, has been in the family
for 16 years.

Mr. Ryland turned to the Simmental as he
considers they will improve the milk and bone of
the Herefords. He is concentrating on German
semen and has 45 cows now calving, with 70
more to calve in May while another 50 have
just been inseminated.

Mr. Ryand says he has over 20 calves on the
ground now, mostly by Rhuma, and among them
there is only one spotted calf, the others all having
Hereford markings, while several have good eye
pigmentation.

PRIZE DONATION FUND

The ASBA has opened a fund to provide
prizemoney for Simmentals at future shows
and competitions in which they will compete.
The money so collected is being invested
with the Australian Guarantee Corporation
to provide a yearly income for prizes.

So far the fund has $600 in kitty. The
fund is still open and further donations will
be gratefully received. They should be sent
to the Secretory, Ausfralian Simmental
Breeders’ Association, Box 4317, G.P.O.,
Sydney, N.S.W. 2001. O
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. President -
Mr. R. W. kVincent,\
Hamelin Park, Williams, W.A. 6391

~

Vice-presidents

Mr. J. W. Y oung‘
Congeith, P.B. 24, Naracoorte, S.A. 5271
Mr. E. G. (Ryland
Woodlands, Condaming, Qld. 4416

Treasurer
Mr. G. F. M. Qulnn
109 Victoria Rd., Bellevue Hill,
N.S.W. 2023

COUNCIL MEMBERS

_New_South Wales
Messrs. Q0 S. Baim 58 Riley St., Darling-
hurst. 2012; P. 3. - Magenms* Ulundi,
Bugaldie, 2744 G. F. M. Quinn; C. R. G.
Bowman \Umversny of New England,
53 (’mDrMM nArmldale 2350.

FARR A
~Victoria
Messrs. T. J‘\Llley") Moonbool, Foster,
3960; W. Ri_Beggs, Buln Gherin West,
Beaufort 3373; H. W. W. (Hopkms“
Wormbete 3241 P. J..McLaughlin,>-
Wombargo Partnershlp, Wulgulmerang,
892

~

Queensland
Messrs. E. G. Ryland; J. J. Wltherspoon
P.O. Box 5, Ravenshoe, 4879.

South _Australia
Messrs. D S. Baker, 112 Belt Rd., Milli-
cent, 5280; T W. Young.

West Australia
Messrs. A.\Fletcher, Dirk Brook, Keys-
brook, 6206; R. W. Vincent.

< Secretary >
Royal Agricultural Society of N.S.W.,
G.P.O. Box 4317, Sydney 2001

This Newsletter has been compiled and edited by
Alan Kay for the Australian Simmental Breeders’ Asso-
ciation, and printed by Highway Press Pty. Ltd., 42
Chapel Street. Marrickville, N.S.W.
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